Woodlawn Chapel Presbyterian Church
A Congregational Plan to be the Church and the Body of Christ during Covid-19

While sheltering at home during this unprecedented time we hold images of Woodlawn members
united and celebrating the pandemic’s end. We hope for a sanctuary full of laughter and greetings
mixed with the comfort of worship. Yet, we know, the return to in-person ministry must be gradual and
carefully planned.

We know that for the foreseeable future COVID-19 will dictate our visions and reality. The Session
has developed the following plan consisting of a set of Good Faith Conditions and defined stages to
guide our re-entry. We will move through these stages based on guidance from national, state and
local sources as well as the specific needs of the Woodlawn congregation.

Good Faith Conditions:

1. High risk individuals (people over 60 and those with underlying health conditions) should feel
comfortable and be supported to shelter at home during all stages.

2. Social distancing and use of face masks will be required whenever at church to protect all.
Additionally, all attendees will monitor their own wellness, never attending if symptomatic or if
they have knowingly been exposed to anyone with symptoms or who has tested positive for
COVID-19. Best hygiene practices should always be followed, including no-touch greetings,
collection of offering and distribution of communion elements as well as the suspension of
group singing and any/all practices that increase touch or the spread of potentially infectious
respiratory droplets.

3. The building will be cleaned regularly and between user groups with special attention to high-
touch surfaces. Proper supplies will be available for those who are involved in the cleaning.
Hand sanitizer and masks (for individuals that forget theirs) will be available once services
resume. Bathroom and kitchen procedures will be clearly defined and posted. Session
approval is required for all building use.

4. Fluidity between these stages will be essential and be based upon full communication
between members, Session, and our county per current reality and the well-being of all.

5. The criteria for moving between stages will include: Declining case counts, availability of
testing, contact tracing, vaccine, and data and recommendations from government agencies
regarding gatherings.

6. In each stage, the church’s ministry will continue. As outlined in the Book of Order, the
Session leads the church’s witness. worship, outreach, pastoral care and Christian education
will continue as outlined in the defined stages listed below.

7. This is a living document that will be updated as new information is learned and new ideas are
shared.

As this congregation begins to resume public activities, please know that we present these stages
based upon careful discussion and discernment, with an abundance of caution and concern for all,
and especially for those who are most vulnerable. We will continue to make decisions based upon the
best scientific knowledge at our disposal, in the spirit of constant prayer, and with full trust in the grace
of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit.

Sincerely,
Woodlawn Chapel Session Members



Online worship services (variety of platforms)

Online Bible studies and all meetings (via Zoom)
Mothers’ Day Out cancelled

Office closed with minimal staff operations

Encourage electronic/mailed giving

Outreach by membership committee via phone contact
No building use

Stage One | At the lifting of the stay-at-home order by St. Louis County, Woodlawn will operate as follows:
e Continue holding online worship services only
e Bible studies and meetings continue to meet online
e Limited office functions to ensure essential operations
e Encourage electronic/mailed giving
e Life rituals (weddings, funerals, confirmations, baptisms) not held in the sanctuary.
Stage Two | Following several weeks of improving conditions throughout our community and adhering
strictly to our Good Faith Conditions, WCPC would operate as follows:
e In-person worship to resume in some format outdoors.
e Online worship continues
e Masks and social distancing required for all activities inside or outside the building
e No greeters/ushers, congregational singing or fellowship following service
e No nursery or children/youth Sunday School so parents are encouraged to bring
tablets with headphones or other quiet activities for their children
e Bible studies and small group meetings could take place at church in approved
designated area based on social distancing criteria
e Life rituals with small family groupings allowed under direction of our pastor/Session.
Stage After further documented improvements in community health conditions and adhering strictly
Three to our Good Faith Conditions, WCPC would operate as follows:

In-person worship moves to sanctuary with socially distanced seating. Social
distancing requirements communicated via email and with signage.

Online worship continues

Masks and social distancing required for all activities inside or outside the building

No greeters/ushers, congregational singing or fellowship following service

No nursery or children/youth Sunday School so parents are encouraged to bring
tablets with headphones or other quiet activities for their children

Bible studies and small group meetings continue at church and online for inclusivity as
needed. Masks required and meetings to be held in the sanctuary so social distancing
can be practiced.

Office functions resume as normal

Life rituals limited to numbers that can maintain defined social distancing
requirements.

This would be an eventual return to most previous practices once data and direction are
sufficient to ensure the safety of all.

Face masks per individual preference, sanitizer available

Group singing resumes

No group size limitations, social time resumes, ushers/greeters return

Continue online service options

Resume Mother’'s Day Out per Rockwood calendar and early childhood guidelines
Building use opened to the community (polling place, neighborhood meetings, etc.)







